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The Walk of Faith
I recently returned from a holiday to the USA. As part of my adventures 
abroad, I visited the Grand Canyon West Rim and traversed the Skywalk. 
The Skywalk is a glass-bottomed horseshoe shaped bridge which juts out 
over the canyon. When you walk on it and look down you can see the 
bottom of the canyon right below you, some 600 metres down. Some 
people struggle to make the walk, and cling nervously to the rails of the 
bridge. Others stride out confidently, sure that they are in no danger of 
falling. Personally, I found learning beforehand about the construction of 
the bridge very helpful. A work of careful engineering, it was built to bear 
the equivalent weight of 30 fully loaded 747 airplanes – much more than 
was necessary. Knowing this put my mind and heart very much at ease.

There are times in each of our lives when we may have “Skywalk” 
moments. Moments when we are full of fear. Many things can cause us to 
feel that way. At those times, it is important and enormously comforting to 
remember the foundation we have in Jesus Christ.  From the dawn of time, 
God resolved not to let his creation “crash and burn”. Even as humanity 
turned against him, God was acting to turn towards us to forgive and 
save and restore. God’s careful planning saw him come into our world in 
the person of Jesus, who gave all of himself in love for us. God’s love for 
us was actualized in Jesus, and no twist or turn of life can overwrite or 
remove that love. In the words of Romans 8 (Message version), “Do you 
think anyone is going to be able to drive a wedge between us and Christ’s 
love for us? There is no way! Not trouble, not hard times, not hatred, not 
hunger, not homelessness, not bullying threats, not backstabbing, not 
even the worst sins listed in Scripture … None of this fazes us because 
Jesus loves us.”

Peace in Christ, 

Submitted by Pastor Greg

Upcoming Events
WEEK 5
THU 28 FEBRUARY
• District Swimming

FRI 01 MARCH
• Shed Men 6:30pm

WEEK 6
MON 4 MARCH
• Tri-Skills Yrs 3-6

TUE 5 MARCH
• Shrove Tuesday

WED 6 MARCH
• Ash Wednesday

THU 7 MARCH
• School Tour 9:30am
• Reception Information Evening 6:30pm

WEEK 7
MON 11 MARCH
• Adelaide Cup Public Holiday

TUE 12 - WED 13 MARCH
• Year 3 Camp (Woodhouse)

WEEK 8
MON 18 MARCH
• Tri-Skills Yrs 3-6
• CS Enrichment Day at GGLPS

TUE 19 MARCH
• Sports Day Sprints

WED 20 - 22 MARCH
• Year 5 Camp (Aldinga)

WED 20 MARCH
• Harmony Day



INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Learning Spaces

From the Principal
STAFF NEWS
Congratulations to Jennifer Aquino and partner Josh on 
the arrival of a beautiful girl, 
Ella. Ella Evans Craig arrived 
on February 18th at 1:03am, 
at 3.05kg. All are well and 
happily at home. Many 
blessings to Ella and her 
mum and dad as they begin 
their family life together.

WARM WEATHER THIS WEEK
With the weather warming up again, we will be doing 
our best to ensure students get some outside play time 
at least in the morning break. When the weather gets 
too warm, we have an indoor play schedule (similar 
for wet weather). Through this schedule, we ensure 
students still have their break times and opportunities 
to socialise and play in indoor settings monitored by 
adults on duty. As always, please help your child to 
remember to have a hat for school each day, and a hat 
for SPLASH if they like to leave their school hat in the 
classroom.

POSITION VACANT AT ST PAUL
We are currently seeking to fill a position of cleaner. 
This will be a contract for 2019 initially, as we seek to 
find the right balance of timing and role distribution. 
The role will be 30 hours per week, 12pm to 6pm 
each weekday. For more information please contact 
rmader@stpaulba.sa.edu.au. Please share this 
opportunity with anybody you feel may be interested.

I know that Ian Voigt has had some enquiries from the 
school community about whether he is leaving! Not 
at all – rather, we are looking to give some additional 
assistance to our cleaning and maintenance staff.

2021 ENROLMENTS
In the coming weeks I will be conducting enrolment 
interviews for new families enrolled for Reception in 
2021. We provide priority entry to siblings if we have 

their information on file. If you are a current family of 
St Paul and believe you may not have completed an 
enrolment form for your younger child, please ask at 
the office for a form as soon as possible. If you would 
like to check that you have a form in, please ask Natalie 
Broome to check for you: nbroome@stpaulba.sa.edu.
au. If you have friends or extended family who are 
seeking a suitable place for their child’s education, we’d 
love you to direct them to us for a tour. Our next tour is 
on Thursday, 7 March at 9:30am.

Leila Mattner |Principal

From the Deputy Principal
SCHOOL AT ST PAUL: STUDENT CENTRED
A significant moment in the educational life of any 
student is the moment learning becomes a personal 
priority rather than just the main concern of the family 
and the school. Research has revealed that a significant 
factor in student motivation in is how much input a 
student has in the learning process. (Deci, & Ryan, 
1985. Plenum and Dweck, 2002). Having a voice in the 
classroom allows students of all ages feel empowered 
and provides a sense of responsibility and autonomy. 

This research (and common sense) was a significant 
factor in the development of two of the St Paul 
Lutheran School Pedagogical Pillars: Engagement 
and Relevance. At St Paul, teachers look to develop 
autonomy in students by providing opportunities 
for choice and decision making at appropriate times 
during the learning cycle. Providing these chances 
to take ownership stimulates student curiosity and 
enthusiasm but it is an even more powerful tool in 
a safe and challenging classroom. It does not mean 
that the teacher is less involved in designing learning 
(a common criticism), in fact it is quite the opposite. 
Instead of delivering knowledge constantly, the teacher 
becomes a provocateur, partner and/or guide who 
encourages independence and autonomy whilst skilfully 
providing direction and feedback. 

For teachers, this changes the very foundation of 
traditional education and is still yet to permeate 
through teacher education in universities. It takes 
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a willingness to unlearn old habits and commit to 
a different mindset. This extends to the way space 
around the school is used and classroom layouts are 
designed. If learning is more active then classrooms 
must reflect this. Some of the photos in this week’s 
Inspire are examples of inviting and flexible learning 
spaces at St Paul. Next week, I will write about 
collaboration and the need for students to not just 
work with each other, but alongside each other.

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
SHED MEN 
The first Shed Men catch up will be this Friday 1 March 
at the School Shed. BYO drinks, some meat for the 
BBQ and share some laughs and catch up with some 
other Dads/male caregivers from school. Any questions, 
please contact Leon on 0432 575 126. Sign up to the 
Shed Men Newsletter http://eepurl.com/dqUstr

SHED MEN GO BUSH- CHANGE OF DATE
Please note that due to the fire restrictions in early May, 
the date of the Shed Men Go Bush camp has moved to 
Friday 24 May – Sunday 26 May. For further information 
please contact Leon Semmens or Scott Hartwig.

GRANDFRIENDS DAY- CHANGE OF DATE
Please note that the new date for Grandfriends Day 
is Friday the 7 June. This will be for students in Year 
3-6. Please update your calendars and make sure your 
child’s Grandfriends keep that date free.

CLASS CARER MORNING TEA- CHANGE OF DATE
Please note that the new date for the first class carer 
morning tea for 2019 is Wednesday the 27 March. 
Please see Felicity or Louise for further information. 

TRISKILLS (YEAR 3-6)- CHANGE OF DATE
The first TriSkills session for our Year 3-6 classes will 
now be on the Monday 4 of March and every Monday 
(excluding March 11) until Monday April 8.  

SCHOOL CAMPS
Over the next couple weeks, the Year 3 and 5 classes 
will be heading off to school camp. In Week 7, the Year 
3 classes are off to Woodhouse for a 2 day/1 night 
camp and in Week 8 the Year 5 classes have their 3 

day/2 night camp at Aldinga. School camps have many 
benefits in providing outdoor education to students 
and it gives them the opportunity to develop a number 
of skills including:

1.   Social skills- many of the activities your child will be 
involved in require team work which will allow them to 
strengthen friendships and connect with new peers.

2.   Independence- a school camp allows children the 
practice making decisions without parents and teachers 
guiding every move.

3.   Use their imagination- when children take a break 
from TV, iPads and the internet they rediscover their 
creative powers and engage in the real world.

4.   New experiences- children will be given the 
opportunity to take part in activities they may not have 
encountered before.
Camp is a great way to develop all of these skills, 
however, often the thought of sleeping away from 
home can cause anxiety for children and their parents. 
Some common worries include:

What happens if they can’t sleep?
What happens if they don’t like the food?
What will happen if they don’t like the activities and get 
homesick?

Although these concerns are certainly valid, it is 
important to help children feel positive about the 
experience. They will very quickly pick up on any anxiety 
you may have and will emulate these feelings. Some 
ways to help your child if they are worried about camp 
are:
•   Discuss the activities they will participate in and 
relate them (if possible) to your own experience.

•   Visit the website of the camp and look at photos to 
help familiarise your child with the area.

•   Organise for your child to have a sleepover at a 
friend’s house.
A school camp is one of the most exciting experiences 
a child can have. Use these tips to help your child 
prepare and remember to communicate with your 
child’s teacher if you have any questions regarding your 
child’s camp.

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader
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General News
SRC NEWS 
The School Captains and SRC members met for their 
first meeting this week. The following students have 
been elected by their peers: Clara Fay, Lethan Tong, 
Joel Hitch, Siena Fedojuk, Marvy Awad, Jayden Tabuena, 
Airlie Smith and Lachlan Phung. These students were  
presented with their SRC badges at our student leaders’ 
installation in Chapel in Week 3.

SRC CAFÉ. 
We would like to invite (and thank) those of you who 
come along to our SRC Café each week before Chapel. 
All parents and families are welcome to join us in the 
hall for tea and coffee on Wednesdays until 9:00am. 
The SRC are able to provide this service to you through 
the kind gold coin donations people put into the 
collection bowl each week at the café. Please continue 
your great support of this SRC initiative and we look 
forward to seeing you on Wednesday mornings. 

Rachael Saint|SRC Co-ordinator

PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 2019
This week students will be issued with a form to 
complete the PRC 2019.

What is it? 
It is a literacy engagement program that was introduced 
by the Premier in 2004 to encourage students to read 
more books, enjoy reading and improve literacy levels. 

How does it work? 
Students have until 6 September 2019 to read a 
total of twelve books. At least eight of the twelve 
books need to be chosen from the Premier’s Reading 
Challenge booklist at the appropriate year level or at an 
appropriate literacy level for each student. A maximum 
of 4 books can be the student’s own choice and should 
be of a similar standard to books on the list. Students 
record the books read and a parent/carer/teacher or 
librarian initials to acknowledge the book has been 
read. Students return completed sheets to the Library. 
At the end of the year students will receive a Premier’s 
Reading Challenge award.

For more information, check out the Premier’s Reading 
Challenge website at: www.premiersreadingchallenge.
sa.edu.au

Wendy McLeod|Library Resource Manager

SCHOOL ACCOUNTS
Families are reminded that school accounts are 
now overdue unless you have made an installment 
arrangement. All families with a payment arrangement 
should now have received a confirmation letter. Please 
contact me without delay if you did not receive your 
letter or would like to set up a payment plan.

Thanks once again to those families that have paid their 
accounts on time providing the school with vital cash 
flow.

Robyn Mader|Business Manager

LLL BANKING
Open an LLL Children’s Saving account before 31 March 
2019, and LLL will pay you an opening gift of $25.00, if 
it’s the first LLL account in the child’s name. Be sure to 
write GET25 on your application. You can then drop the 
form back to us. Student banking day is Wednesday. 

WINTER BASKETBALL 
Registration forms for terms 2 and 3 have been sent 
home. If you didn’t receive a form but are interested in 
playing, please collect one from the front office. Forms 
are due back by Friday 01 March.

Jess Lampshire|Sports Coordinator

FOOTBALL REGISTRATIONS FOR TERMS 2, 3 
Parents of interested children (Years 2 – 6) please 
note that Football (AFL) registration notices are being 
distributed this Friday, March 1st. Spare forms are 
available from the 

Kym Mickan|Sports Coordinator
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Phone +61 8 8260 2655
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OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

LOST PROPERTY
Please ensure you label 
all your childs belongings 
including lunch containers.

These items can be found 
in the sick room in the red 
Lost Property box.

Church News
ST PAUL CELEBRATION SUNDAY
Our first St Paul Celebration Worship Sunday for the year is on Sunday 
24 March at 10:00am. St Paul Celebration Sundays (SPCS) are held at St 
Paul Lutheran Church once a term.  Our theme this time is ‘Experience 
Forgiveness’.  Being close to Easter, we are reminded how Jesus paid the 
ultimate price so that we can be forgiven by his death and resurrection.  

Straight after the service at 11:00am we have an “Experience Forgiveness 
Event” in the Hall for families and children to participate in and enjoy.  All 
school and church families are warmly invited to attend.   

We are looking for students from our school who may like to be involved in 
the service, to do readings, prayers and/or be involved in a drama. If your 
child/children are keen, please let Louise Venning know 0416 008 129.

BACKPACKS 4 SA KIDS
Again this year our Hearts and Hands 
Women’s Fellowship is supporting Backpacks 
for SA Kids. This organisation helps children 
and teens who are suddenly displaced 
from family or find themselves in traumatic 
situations. It offers them real hope.  Over the 
coming months, Backpacks for SA Kids are 
hoping for donations and in February and March we are collecting small 
torches. If you are able to donate for this great cause, please add your 
items to the collection area at our school reception and it will be added to 
the Church collection. Thank you so much for your help.

SPY – ST PAUL YOUTH
St Paul Youth for children in Years 6-8 runs on the first and third Friday of 
the month during school terms. Our next SPY is this Friday 1 March. Time 
7:00pm-9:00pm. Cost is $2.00. Girls please bring supper to share. 
Any inquiries please contact Nicole Hall on 0412 686 342.


